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Hamburg/Bangladesh
Ananya Azad (24) is a well-known blogger, who advocates democratic reforms and fights intolerance as well as religious fundamentalism. For these reasons, Islamist extremists in his country put his name on a death list. For several months, Ananya has not been attending university to complete his “Master in Business Administration (MBA)“, while also avoiding public places for fear of becoming the victim of a fatal accident. However, he remains politically active. Also in the face of his father having been seriously wounded by a machete in 2004, when expressing his critical attitude towards fundamentalism.

Since 2013, bloggers and writers, who have taken a stand for atheism and secularism, have been attacked with machetes and butcher knives. Four of them were killed: Ahmed Rajib Haider (2013), Avijit Roy (February 2015), Washiqur Rahman (March 2015) and Ananta Bijoy Dash (May 2015). All four wrote for the influential blog “Mukto Mona” (free spirit). The radical Islamist organization called Ansarullah Bangla has claimed responsibility for these assassinations.
As early as 2013, the “Jammat-e-Islami” party and the fundamentalist group “Hefajot-e-Islam” handed a list with the names of 84 bloggers to the incumbent government, demanding to have them convicted of blasphemy. As a result, four of them were imprisoned, including Asif Mohiuddin, our former guest with the Foundation. Following his release on bail, he accepted the Foundation’s invitation to Germany. His trial in Dhaka continues.
Most recently, Ananya Azad’s name was at the very top of the death list of the Islamists, who repeatedly announced over the Internet that they would eliminate their “enemies” one by one. In the past months, experience has shown that the Bangladeshi government is either unable or unwilling to protect political opinion leaders, who advocate beliefs outside of the mainstream.

Due to the urgency and danger of the situation, the board of the Hamburg Foundation for Politically Persecuted People decided to admit the young writer blogger last-minute to the fellowship program.  
We are very happy that Ananya Azad will now be safe with us for one year.
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