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Press Release
Asif Mohiuddin, Blogger from Bangladesh –

Latest guest 
with the Hamburg Foundation for Politically Persecuted People
Hamburg/ Bangladesh 
March 22, 2014
Asif Mohiuddin (30) not only defends the rights of women and minorities in Bangladesh. He is also an advocate of the right of individuals not to confess to any religion. On the basis of the „Information and Communication Technology Act” (ICT 2006/13), the Bangladeshi judiciary sued him for blasphemy and defamation of the government. The proceedings are pending. Before the court, Asif Mohiuddin relies upon his right to freedom of expression. In the event of a judgment against him, he faces a prison sentence of up to seven years. For this reason and the fact that he is still suffering from severe injuries following an attack on his life on January 15, 2013, the Hamburg Foundation for Politically Persecuted People has invited the blogger to reside at the river Elbe for one year. 
On January 15, 2013, then 29-year old Asif Mohiuddin was attacked and stabbed 53 times, left seriously injured lying in front of his office. On his blog www.asifmohiuddin.com/cup-of-hemlock he writes: “First they hit my head with a hammer. I felt excruciating pain that made me stagger. Then they stabbed me with a knife from behind. I lay there steeped in blood, wondering if I would survive this.”
On March 3, 2013, the Bangladeshi government established a committee of nine imams (Muslim priests) to identify Internet bloggers expressing their critical views of the Islam and the prophet Mohammed on Facebook or blogs. The committee’s work mainly consists of publishing lists with names of alleged enemies of the Islam. Along with 84 other bloggers, Asif Mohiuddin’s name is also mentioned. 
Despite his injuries, Mohihuddin was arrested on April 3, 2013 for “anti-religious comments”. Prior to his arrest, three of his fellow campaigners were taken into custody for allegedly hurting religious feelings. His request to be released on bail was finally granted. For fear of further attacks, he then hardly spent time in public. 
In a mutual effort, the Hamburg Foundation for Politically Persecuted People, amnesty international, the local Bangladeshi group in Bielefeld as well as Reporters Without Borders took a stand for the declared atheist Mohiuddin. We highly appreciate this fruitful cooperation and look forward to having Asif Mohiuddin with us here in Hamburg for one year. 
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