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Stories of courage
and freedom

Ananya Azad was frantic: only hours
before Bengali Islamists had once
again killed a friend in broad day-
light. Now, he himself was topping
the Islamists’ death list. “I only ever
leave the house with a crash helmet
on my head”, the 22 year old blogger
from Bangladesh wrote, an Internet
activist openly speaking out against
the religious fanatics as well as for
women’s rights, democratic and libe-
ral reforms: “Can you help?”

We could. Within a few days we orga-
nized the financial means for a one-

year fellowship thanks to our wide
network of friends and supporters.
The German embassy in Dhaka issu-
ed an entry visa in a very short time.
Only a few weeks later the young
Bangladeshi was safe in Hamburg.

Reporters Without Borders made us
aware of the Kosovan journalist Visar
Duriqi. He received death threats in

Changes of the Board

We are looking forward to the cooperation with Dr. Hariolf
Wenzler (48). Since December 2015 the CEO of the Hamburg
Bucerius Law School completes the Board of the Hamburg
Foundation for Politically Persecuted People with his interna-
tional connections and experiences. We appreciate and thank
the former board member Ocke Rickertsen for many years of

generous support.

response to his research about not
only endemic corruption but also
about the expansion of the jihadist
Islam in Kosovo. According to him,
several hundred young Kosovans
have already joined the terrorist
army “Islamic State” in the “unholy”
Syrian war.

In Hamburg Ananya Azad and Visar
Durigi met Asif Mohiuddin as well as
other foundation guests from 2015:

the Libyan TV reporter Salah Zater
and the human rights activist and
publicist Kamal Khan from Pakistan.
They made a refreshingly strident
quintet of young Muslim journalists,
who would often appear in public
as a group instead of separately in
order to report about the situation
in their home countries and the dan-
gers of radical Islamism.

The foundation’s invitation, Visar
Durigi once said during one of his
appearances, is “not a one-way
street. It is our duty to report about
our research and experiences here
in order to point out the dangers of
jihadist Islamism.”

Editorial

It has been thirty years since the First
Mayor a.D. Dr. Klaus von Dohnanyi
launched our foundation with the votes
of the Hamburg legislative. Since then
we have had many great and courage-
ous people as guests. We gave them
protection and safety and in return
learned a lot about the situation out-
side our safe borders.

That we were able to rescue so many
lives with the foundation’s work long
since internationally recognized — this
would not have been possible without
your fantastic support.

For this, my heartfelt thanks goes out
to you!

The stream of refugees has exposed
the best but also the darkest sides of
our society. The challenges we are
facing are enormous.

We are particularly happy about the
recognition of our work. More than
22,000 visitors came to see our exhi-
bition “SxHamburg and back” at the
Hamburg Emigration Museum Bal-
linstadt last summer. The renowned
actress Suzanne von Borsody and her
musicians presented us for Christmas
with a sold-out charity reading at the
Atrium of the HanseMerkur Insu-
rances. And four Hamburg schools
set themselves an ambitious goal: to
collect donations for another fellow-
ship.

Thirty years of the Hamburg Founda-
tion for Politically Persecuted People:
We will continue our work.

We are still needed. Together with
you we will continue taking a stand
against tyranny and persecution.

Yours truly,

Pt T

Martina Baurle
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Golden Victoria of the VDZ for Ana Lilia Pérez (Mexiko, 2012), Peter Bandermann (Germany)

and Farida Nekzad (Afghanistan, 2015)

Salah Zater: Art exhibition of refugees

The Hamburg Foundation for Politically
Persecuted People would like to thank
the sponsors.

voices
for
years freedom

Museum Ballinstadt

Exhibition ,5xHamburg and back”

Donation Account

Hamburger Sparkasse:
BIC: HASPDEHHXXX
IBAN: DE 5320 0505 5010 2225 0359

Hamburger Stiftung fiir politisch Verfolgte
Osterbekstr. 96, 22083 Hamburg

Fon: +49/40/42863 5757, Fax: +49/40/42863 5756
Kontakt@Hamburger-Stiftung.de
www.Hamburger-Stiftung.de
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Ole von Beust, opening speech at the Emigration
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Chairman
Olaf Scholz, Erster Burgermeister
der Freien und Hansestadt Hamburg

Honory Chairman
Dr. Klaus von Dohnanyi

Executive Director
Ole von Beust

Board of Directors
Dr. Doris André, Prof. Dr. Ulrich Karpen, Elisabeth
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