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Press Release
Ali Anouzla, journalist and publisher from Morocco 

Latest guest with the Hamburg Foundation for Politically Persecuted People 

Hamburg, 24 March 2016

„After all the recent court trials and threats I am more than happy to be able to consider my situation here in peace and develop strategies for the time after my return to Morocco“, the 53-year old said upon his arrival at the Helmut-Schmidt Airport in Hamburg. He will be the Hamburg Foundation’s guest for one year. 
According to “Reporter Without Borders”, who had greatly supported his invitation to the river Elbe, the journalist and publisher Anouzla is one of a decreasing number of courageous media representatives, who are being threatened by the North African monarchy with long prison sentences in order to silence them. 
Ali Anouzla has made powerful enemies among Morocco’s politicians and military by continually reporting about political and social wrongs in his home country despite numerous threats. As a reaction to his tireless efforts for democratic reforms and compliance with human rights, the journalist also repeatedly received death threats. 
Most recently at the beginning of February this year, he had to defend himself against allegations of having compromised Morocco’s inner security with an – evidently mistranslated – interview for the German newspaper Bild. In this matter, the journalist is facing up to five years in prison. Further pending legal actions against him, amongst others an unfounded charge of supporting a terrorist organization, could put Ali Anouzla behind bars for decades. 
Over the years, Ali Anouzla founded several independent daily and weekly newspapers in Morocco, including “Al Jarida al Uchra“ and “Al Jarida al Ula“. When in 2010, most of his advertising customers left – presumably upon instruction “from on high”, the journalist relocated his work to the Internet. His news platform „Lakome.com“ and later „lacome2.com“ became an important source of information during the “Arab Spring”. 
The Hamburg Foundation for Politically Persecuted People is very happy to provide a safe haven for Ali Anouzla for a whole year.
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