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Press Release
Azerbaijan: Former foundation guests Dr. Leyla Yunusova and Dr. Arif Yunus sentenced to 8.5 and 7 years in prison 
We strongly criticize this politically motivated prison sentence. For over 20 years, the couple has been living with threats, harassment and defamation while working at the “Institute for Peace and Democracy”. Leyla and Arif Yunus have been especially advocating for political prisoners. Now, the same fate has befallen them. 
On 13 August 2015, the renowned Azerbaijan dissident Leyla Yunus as well as her husband and human rights activist Arif Yunus have been sentenced to 8.5 and 7 years in prison for fraud and tax evasion. Both charges are related to funds the “Institute for Peace and Democracy” received for its work. The authorities had previously made it impossible for Leyla Yunusova to register the institute as an NGO. 
The Hamburg Foundation for Politically Persecuted People now fears for the lives of its imprisoned former guests Dr. Leyla Yunusova and Dr. Arif Yunus from Azerbaijan. 
The state of health of either one has rapidly deteriorated during the imprisonment. The Yunus’ need urgent medical treatment. Twice – once during the hearing and once prior to the sentencing – Arif Yunus lost consciousness due to hypertension. Leyla Yunusova has been suffering from a chronic illness and still does not receive the medication that is vital to her health. She has started losing her teeth, hair and eyesight. In her publicized letter from 8 August, she writes: “They deliberately want to destroy us physically and psychologically. Judge Afgan Mamedov approved that we were not able to follow the occurrences in the courtroom. Arif had to get injections every half hour so as not to lose consciousness again.“ 
Since the Yunus’ imprisonment in the summer of 2014, the Hamburg Foundation has initiated several campaigns and petitions, while issuing press releases, sending medication and writing personal letters to Leyla Yunusova in prison. To this day, we continue to work together with EU representatives, members of the German parliament, the Commissioner for Human Rights from the Foreign Office and other representatives of the foreign office on a diplomatic level. Lastly, we keep almost daily contact with Leyla and Arif Yunus’ only daughter to support her.  
The French President François Hollande as well as the German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier personally interceded on behalf of the human rights activist, who at one point had received the French medal of the Legion of Honor. Both requests have remained unanswered.
Along with other international human rights organizations, the Hamburg Foundation for Politically Persecuted People demands the immediate and unconditional release of Leyla and Arif Yunus and all other political prisoners in Azerbaijan. 
Leyla Yu​nusova appealed to us to not forget her. Her request is our obligation.
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