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Press Release

Nobel Peace Prize 2015
Congratulations to the National Dialogue Quartet 

Congratulations to Sihem Bensedrine  - 

Former Foundation guest and member of the Human Rights League
9 October 2015

Hamburg/ Tunisia
The Hamburg Foundation for Politically Persecuted People is delighted that the Tunisian “National Dialogue Quartet” was awarded with this year’s Nobel Peace Prize. With this decision, managing director Martina Bäurle explains, “the Norwegian jury in Oslo honors the Tunisian civil society’s fight for a peaceful political transition. Without the courage and persistence of the Quartet, the potential danger of a Tunisian civil war a couple of years ago would hardly have been possible to contain.”
In this context, the Hamburg Foundation for Politically Persecuted People is especially proud of its former guest Sihem Bensedrine. At the end of the 1970s, she was among the founding members of the Tunisian Human Rights League (LTDH), part of the award-winning “Quartet”. Until 2004, when the Foundation was able to save her and her family from dictator Ben Ali’s henchmen at the last minute, Sihem Bensedrine was member of the board of the now banned human rights league. When the brave journalist returned from exile to her home country on 14 January 2011, the day of the dictator’s escape, she immediately resumed her work within the LTDH. 
Since her return, Sihem Bensedrine has been untiring in her work for a peaceful transition process of Tunisia towards a constitutional and democratic system. Her negotiations considerably contributed to the Islamist Ennahda party’s acceptance of their election defeat, thus clearing the path for a new government. Around the same time, Si​hem Bensedrine also received the long overdue recognition of her work in Tunisia: The parliament appointed the human rights activist and journalist President of the Truth Commission, which is responsible for providing delayed justice and satisfaction for the victims of the dictatorship.  
Awarding the Nobel Peace Prize 2015 to the Tunisian Human Rights League, the Tunisian Order of Lawyers, the General Labour Union and the Confederation of Industry, Trade and Handicrafts is a strong and important signal of recognition and solidarity with the Tunisian civil society, which did not budge despite repeated Islamist terrorist attacks. 
Now, managing director Martina Bäurle states, "it is important to translate this moral recognition into practical support as quickly as possible. In order to tackle the seductive power of Islamist groups, new jobs need to be created urgently. At long last, Germany and the European Union must now live up to this responsibility to create a solid foundation for Sihem Bensedrine and her fellow campaigner’s work.”
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