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Press Release
Aleksei Bobrovnikov, journalist from the Ukraine 

First guest with the Hamburg Foundation for Politically Persecuted People 

Hamburg, January, 10, 2017
Aleksei Bobrovnikov (37) is an award-winning Ukrainian print media and TV journalist, whose life is at risk due to his research about a widespread smuggling and money laundering network in the unstable eastern Ukrainian regions. 

Following the split of the Ukraine from the USSR, the Donbass region – conflict-prone since 2014 – has been a stomping ground for smugglers, money launderers and the transnational organized crime. The territory has also become the power basis of former president Yanukovych, who was toppled by the Maidan uprising, and his financing oligarchs.

In order to prevent the trafficking of – among others – weapons, tobacco, fuel, relief goods and gold from the Donbass to Russia and the Ukraine, Kiev established a special investigative task force. The unit’s leader and some of its members as well as various top-level smugglers and their political backers have died since.
In cooperation with a group of London-based journalists as well as a Russian female colleague, Aleksei Bobrovnikov investigated the details of these incidents. Bobrovnikov suspects that members of the Ukrainian unit stationed at the border to Donbass are tangled up in the smuggling but also in many of the murders. 
This research has made him some powerful enemies in the Ukrainian military. Since their combat missions in Afgha​nistan, the Iraq and recently the Donbass, the 92 brigade, which is involved in these events, has become a band of national heroes.

Bobrovnikov has repeatedly been threatened, also in front of recording cameras. Even when he went into hiding for several months being away from the capital and the hazard zone of Donbass, these threats did not stop. Finally at the end of October (in fact it was early September)  2016, one of his informants warned him about a murder plot against him by the group of criminals, disguised and granted security clearance under Ukrainian military intelligence service. 
The Hamburg Foundation for Politically Persecuted People is very happy to welcome Aleksei Bobrovnikov in the safety of Hamburg.
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