
In her work, she focuses on women 
and children, who she describes as 
the innocent victims of this smolde-
ring conflict. Masrat Zahra’s photo 
reportages have made her power-
ful enemies on both sides. Facing 
long prison sentences by the Indian 
judicial system and threatened with 
death by Pakistani forces, she asked 
the Foundation for help and was 
granted a fellowship financed by 
ProtectDefenders.eu in Brussels. 

In Hamburg, the young woman 
quickly got in touch with Amal – an 
online news portal for the Arab and 
Farsi speaking community.

“I am happy to have this task now 
and share thoughts and ideas with 
my new editorial team. That’s how I 
learn about the cultural and social 
life in Hamburg from up close.“

Editorial

NEWSLETTER AUGUST 2021

With other 
guests and by 
bike, she explo-
res her Hamburg 
friends’ favorite 
places along the 
Alster and Elbe. 

But even here, 
the reality of 
what is going 
on in her home 
country catches 

up with her: “To further intimidate 
me from afar, Indian policemen 
badly beat up my parents in the 
street on July 25, 2021. What’s 
more, the attackers threatened 
they could also be shot on the 
spot. But in response to a note 
of protest from the Network of 
Women in Media, India, the head 
of the police station in charge 
claims to this day that this incident 
never happened. He says, I only 
wanted to put on airs.”

The Washington Post, Al Jazeera, 
TRT World and other renowned 
publishing houses are among 
Masrat Zahra’s clients. She has 
already received several interna-
tional awards, including the “Peter 
Mackler Award“ and the “Anja 
Niedringhaus Prize for Courageous 
Photo Journalism“ in 2020 alone.

Masrat Zahra
Photo journalist from Jammu & Kashmir, India

Concerned inquiries from our for-
mer guests from Tunisia, Kosovo 
or Mexico reached us: The images 
of the flood disaster in Germany 
were shocking – are we safe? 

Our network is awesome! Also, 
in our guests’ WhatsApp group 
the German flood victims are a 
big topic. The images of a trage-
dy, which our fellows usually only 
know from their home countries, 
give rise to concern. In a protected 
space, former and current guests 
talk and debate and support each 
other where possible. 

At the same time, our new podcast 
series „Voices for Freedom“ is 
open to the public: Here, Found-
ation guests tell their stories. You 
should have a listen! Please find 
the link to Spotify and Podigee on 
our website. 

All of this year‘s fellows have now 
arrived. Most recently, archaeolo-
gist Heval Bozbay from Turkey 
has landed safely in Hamburg. But 
there is hardly any time to rest. 
The search for candidates for the 
upcoming year has already begun. 

Your donation is most welcome!

 
Yours sincerely,

M�� �n� B�����

Con� ict hotspot “Jammu & Kashmir“ (J&K)

The India-Pakistan Armistice Agreement sealed the partition of Kashmir in 1949. 
Two thirds, including Jammu, Srinagar and Ladakh, were awarded to India. The 
remainder fell to Pakistan. Since then, J&K has been repeatedly shaken by upri-
sings. The predominantly Muslim population of Kashmir is fighting against the 
Indian central government and for its own independent state. For years, the 27-
year old reporter from Srinagar has been documenting the conflict at the foot 
of the Himalayas, which has almost been forgotten by the world.

For years, the 27-year-old reporter from Srinagar has been documenting 
the conflict at the foot of the Himalayas that has been almost forgotten 
by the world. 
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NewsIn the spotlight: Europe’s last dictatorship  

Ananya Azad, 
blogger from Bangladesh 
finished his Master’s degree in 
“Human Rights” at the European 
University in Vienna. 
Congratulations!

In August 2020, Tatsiana (Tanya) Tka-
chova first took pictures of peaceful 
protesters and later of their violent 
persecution and arrest by Belarusian 
special forces. These images, however, 
were never published: Her newspaper 
“Zviada“ feared government censorship. 

“Because my editors-in-chief couldn’t 
muster the courage that was needed, I 
quit my job at the end of August 2020,” 
Tanya says, „I can‘t compromise.“ 

As a socially critical photographer and 
video artist, she has gained internatio-
nal respect and made a name for her-
self with works on women‘s rights, na-
tional borders, identity and isolation. 

For her work called “Between Right 
and Shame” about the social taboo on 
abortion in Belarus, she received the 
World Press Photo Award.

Her latest project called “Superfluous 
People“ focuses on Belarusians, who – 
due to their attitude towards the Luka-
shenko dictatorship – have been ruth-
lessly “weeded out”. 

Now, she counts on her professional 
network in Hamburg. She is already in 
discussion with “Geo“ and the “Photo-
graphy House”. As a contemporary wit-
ness, she has also been invited among 
others by Reporters Without Borders 
and the Munich Media Days 2021. 

www.tkachova.com

Farida Nekzad, 
journalist in Afghanistan
Since president Ashraf Ghani’s 
escape to the Arab Emirates on a 
private jet, our former guest and 
her daughter are trying to get 
onto an evacuation flight out of 
Afghanistan. “I am so scared,“ the 
girl said crying over the phone: 
“My time in Hamburg was the 
best of my life. I love you.”
The Foundation is doing every-
thing in their power to help 
them!

Tatsiana Tkachova 
Photo journalist from Minsk, Belarus
“Everyone must now decide, which side they are on!“
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Published so far:

• Alexei Bobrovnikov, Ukraine: “I hate when my informants are killed!“
• Tatsiana Tkachova, Belarus: “I’ve done what I could.“
• Ellen Tordesillas, Philippines: “Murder has nothing to do with democracy!“
• Masrat Zahra, Jammu&Kashmir: “Nobody is safe in Kashmir!“
• Farida Nekzad, Afghanistan: “Dark times are coming back.“

Listen via 
www.hamburger-stiftung.de
Podigee https://podcast3c23c6.podigee.io
Spotify Podcast

News from former 
Foundation guests

Podcast Voices for Freedom
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like to thank the sponsors.
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