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Amir Aman Kiyaro

Investigative journalist from Ethiopia
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As a freelancer, Amir Aman Kiyaro
reported for the Associated Press
(AP) and other international media
on the conflicts in the Ethiopian
administrative zones of Tigray and
Oromia and the consequences of
climate change in the region.

After returning from Oromia
in November 2021, he and his
cameraman Thomas Engida were
taken into custody. The charges:
“terrorism”, “collaboration with
Ethiopia’s enemies” and video
footage of the suffering of the
affected civilian population. All
attempts to explain the basic
rules of journalism did not help:
“Anyone who talks to the rebels is
an enemy of our people!”

The young man describes his pre-
trial detention as a constant suc-
cession of long night-time inter-
rogations and abuse, and the con-
ditions in prison as catastrophic.
His family would be physically
assaulted or held for hours on end
during their limited “five-minute
prison visits”.

After four months in custody, the
team was released on bail and
the charges were dropped short-
ly afterwards. Instead, Amir was
slandered on state television as
a “collaborator of Ethiopia’s ene-
mies” and subjected to hate com-
ments and death threats on social
media.

In Hamburg, Amir and his family
live a bit of a normal life. They
even brought the ingredients for
Ethiopian cuisine with them. Their
two-year-old daughter opens
their heart to new contacts, she
goes to kindergarten and happily
speaks to her parents in German.

Always Ethiopian cuisine -
happiness is in the pantry!
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What a story! Yavuz Ekinci invites
people to a reading in Istanbul on Sep-
tember 18, 2024. He has a program
booklet distributed, posters printed
and hung up. The hall is filled to capa-
city. Many visitors have to crowd into
the entrance and listen standing up. It
sounds like a great success — but it is
actually a court hearing for the Kur-
dish writer!

The hearing concerns his 2014 book
“Shattered Dreams”, which was ban-
ned in Turkey and is charged with
“terrorism and propaganda” (Art. 7 of
the Anti-Terror Law). He faces a pri-
son sentence of up to seven and a half
years. According to Yavuz, the judges
cannot recognize a fictional story in
the character of his novel; they con-
sider the book*s protagonist to be the
author himself.

The “terrorism law” is a popular way
of silencing writers, says the Interna-
tional PEN. But this time the censor-
ship doesn‘t work. Yavuz comes up
with the creative idea of inviting his
readers to the 23rd Supreme Criminal
Court. He answers the judge‘s ques-
tions as if he were the moderator of a
reading. The court is so surprised that
it does not impose a sentence that day
and sets a new date for December 9,
2024.

A successful campaign with a lot of
humor, despite the serious situation.

Yours Martina Baurle



Hazal Ocak from
Turkey

The journalist describes environmen-
tal and urban planning scandals, as
well as corruption and human rights
violations in Turkey. She published
her research - which does not even
stop at President Erdogan’s inner cir-
cle — in her book “Ihanet’, but also on
the news website “Halk TV*, in “Gazete
Duvar” and “Le Monde Diplomatique
Tuarkge”.

Thus, Erdogan’s son-in-law and for-
mer minister Berat Albayrak would
read in the press how he had acquired
a plot of land for a ridiculously low
price as part of the “Istanbul Canal
Project”and built residential buildings
and a business center there. Accor-
ding to experts, the 45 km long canal
between the Bosphorus and the Sea
of Marmara would destroy Istanbul’s
natural green spaces. The city of milli-
ons would be more vulnerable to the
consequences of climate change.

The Turkish Journalists’ Association
awarded Hazal the important “Sedat
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Simavi Prize”. She has received several
awards as the best young journalist.
The price for all the praise: the Turkish
judiciary sued her for defamation, “na-
ming public officials” and “violation of
privacy’, among other things.

The 33-year-old journalist is now wor-
king on a new book about her life of
constant uncertainty - she could be
sentenced to a long prison term at
any time: “l don‘t know what will hap-
pen if | publish it Nevertheless, Hazal
Ocak has remained a cheerful person:
she dances the tango with her hus-
band, is enthusiastic about learning
German and enjoys receiving guests
in her apartment.

Kumanan Kanapathipillai and Dilani — happily reunited!

After a year apart, things
had to happen very quickly
following Kumanan's return
home from Hamburg. With
all the colorful - and ex-
pensive!l — wedding rituals
that Sri Lanka’s Tamil Bud-
dhists have to follow.

The Hamburg Foundation for
Politically Persecuted People would
like to thank the sponsors.
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What the former
foundation guests are up
to...

In August 2024,
Iranian musici-
an Atena Esh-
thiagi wowed
audiences at
the Biirgerhaus
Wilhelmsburg
with the Persian
festival “Hastam
— Just because
| am” For the realization of
the theme “Art in Resistance”,
the jury of the HELGA! Festival
Awards honored “Hastam” for
the "most fearless attitude”.

No one had
expected this:
In  September
2024, Aleksei
Bobrovnikov
was accepted
into  Ukraine’s
diplomatic
corps. He is now monitoring the
situation in East Africa for Kyiv.

Iranian director Mohammad
Rasoulof is entering the Oscar
race for Germany with his latest
film “The Seeds of the Sacred
Fig"
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