
 
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

 

New foundation guest: Getu Saketa Roro   

Human rights lawyer from Ethiopia  

 
 

The Hamburg Foundation for Politically Persecuted People has accepted the Ethiopian human 

rights lawyer Getu Saketa Roro as a foundation guest. The foundation supports people 

worldwide who courageously raise their voices against injustice and offers them protection 

and peace for a certain period of time in Hamburg.  

 

Growing up in a remote area in Western Oromia, Getu Saketa Roro witnessed the profound 

socio-ecological injustices and political oppression faced by his community at an early age.  

 

“This situation made me angry and fueled my desire to work for the rights of the poor,” he 

writes.  

 

Today, Getu Saketa Roro works as a human rights lawyer and as a human rights officer for the 

Human Rights League of the Horn of Africa (HRLHA), which he co-founded. The local 

human rights organization, which has been active throughout Ethiopia since 2019, has special 

consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council. As a senior staff 

member of the non-governmental organization “Gurmuu Development Association”, he is 

committed to the investigation of atrocities committed in the conflict between government 

troops and insurgents and to justice for the victims in Western Oromia. In recognition of his 

work in the defense and promotion of human rights, he received the prestigious “Schuman-

EU Prize” from the European Union in 2024.  

 

From 2007 to 2011, he studied law at the law faculty in Addis Ababa, but was arrested shortly 

before his graduation on April 12, 2011, because he had joined forces with student activists in 

a movement that was fighting for far-reaching democratic improvements for the Oromia in 

Ethiopia, following the example of the “Arab Spring”. He spent a total of six years in various 

prisons, where he struggled with serious health problems such as tuberculosis and kidney 

failure. He describes his years in prison as traumatic overall.  

 

He was released in 2016, completed his law degree and from then on devoted himself to 

human rights work, in particular the disappearance of people, which is often accompanied by 

violence. He is trained in digital and physical security methods for human rights defenders, 

peacebuilding, dialog promotion and human rights monitoring.  

 

In Hamburg, he would like to meet and exchange ideas with colleagues and other experts. 

After all, human rights defenders like Getu Saketa Roro are increasingly being targeted by the 

government in Ethiopia.  
 


