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New guest of the foundation: Shahla Humbatova    

Human rights lawyer from Azerbaijan  

 
The Hamburg Foundation for Politically Persecuted People has accepted the Azerbaijani human 

rights lawyer Shahla Humbatova as a scholarship holder. The foundation supports people 

worldwide who courageously raise their voices against injustice and offers them protection and 

peace in Hamburg for a certain period of time.  

 

Shahla Humbatova studied law at Baku State University from 1993 to 1997. Since 2013, she has 

campaigned for political prisoners and women's rights. In 2020, she was honored with the 

International Women of Courage Award in Washington D.C.  

 

She was expelled from the bar association in 2019 for her public criticism of the conditions in 

Azerbaijani prisons. Two years later, this de facto ban was lifted under international pressure and 

she was re-admitted to the bar. 

  

Shahla Humbatova is looking forward to her time out in Hamburg and has asked the foundation 

not to publish any further details about herself for security reasons. 

 

She would like to meet and exchange ideas with colleagues in Hamburg. The scholarship is 

sponsored by protect defenders.  
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